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UP AND COMING EVENTS

THIS MONTH’S HIGHLIGHTS

Design Centre, Chelsea Harbour is a renowned hub for designers, architects, decision-makers and the media.  
Bringing together the design world, it champions creativity and excellence.

ASIA WEEK AT DESIGN CENTRE, CHELSEA HARBOUR
A resurgence in the popularity of Asian art sees established names and younger artists garnering attention and recognition from 
international collectors and art-lovers across the globe. Don’t miss ‘Asia Week at Design Centre, Chelsea Harbour’, celebrating 
art, culture and creativity from China, Japan, Korea and Southeast Asia. The curated selling exhibition will showcase both highly 
collectable and emerging talent up close. Bursting with new perspectives, enjoy contemporary work in a variety of disciplines – 
from mixed media, woodblock printing, painting and lithographs to glasswork, ceramics and stoneware – that merge tradition and 
modernity, craft and fine art. Acclaimed names such as Toko Shinoda, Daniel Kelly and Kenji Yoshida have been exhibited in museum 
collections including MOMA and The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York and London’s British Museum. There is also the 
opportunity to view the best of modern Vietnamese art in the previously unseen, private Hugentobler Collection, which makes its UK 
debut at the exhibition. This show is a participant in Asian Art in London, a globally recognised event that promotes Asian art across 
the capital. 5 – 9 November. For more details, CLICK HERE

NIO EP9
The inclusion of the NIO EP9 
supercar in ‘Asia Week at Design 
Centre, Chelsea Harbour’ will 
quicken the pulse of design lovers 
and automotive collectors alike. 
One of the fastest electric cars in 
the world, carbon fibre is coupled 
with advanced technology in the 
design of this high-performance 
vehicle from China-founded EV 
company NIO. With its futuristic 
aesthetic, the EP9 has the looks to 
match its performance. Join three 
acclaimed designers in a highly 
imaginative session as they conjure 
bespoke schemes for its interior. 
Watch ideas evolve using materials, 
fabrics and finishes sourced in the 
showrooms. This partnership  
with NIO for Asia Week reflects
shared brand values of quality  
and excellence

ASIA WEEK PROGRAMME
An immersive series of talks, workshops, 
masterclasses and art tours explore the 
everlasting appeal of the Asian aesthetic and the 
creative osmosis between East and West. They 
include sessions with jeweller Loveness Lee, a 
‘live’ ink and watercolour demonstration from 
fashion illustrator and painter Poppy Waddilove, 
an exploration of feng shui with Marie Diamond 
and a mindfulness and meditation workshop led 
by Hema Vyas. There is a sushi masterclass with 
the executive chef of Japanese restaurant Koji, 
cocktails with Thai brand Jim Thompson and a 
floral demonstration with London’s top florist 
Rob Van Helden. Learn about the exquisite 
art of straw marquetry at Miles x Bookshop, 
the secrets of skilled craftsmanship and carpet 
weaving at Sacco Carpet, the work of talented 
Asian silversmiths at Altfield and how Southeast 
Asian pandan leaves are handwoven in the 
creation of Arte wallcoverings. Discover the 
fascinating story behind Regency Chinoiserie 
with designer Tim Gosling and learn how exotic 
depictions of oriental lands are still used as hand 
painted motifs at Oficina Inglesa Furniture and 
in fabrics from Gainsborough. Get the inside 
track on Scion’s reinterpretation of Japanese 
wabi sabi at Style Library and find out how 
Indian palampore screens inspired Anna French’s 
latest collection at Jacaranda Carpets. This 
wealth of knowledge is extraordinary, and what’s 
more, it is free for every visitor. 
 To secure your place CLICK HERE

DESIGN DISCOVERY TOURS
Join a Design Discovery Tour for a bite-sized guide to the best that 
Design Centre, Chelsea Harbour has to offer. Taking in half a dozen 
or so showrooms with a short presentation in each, they are a way 
to delve deeper into compelling design stories. During Asia Week, 
there is a specialist tour on products that have been inspired by the 
cultural crossover between East meets West. Every tour is different, 
so there is ample reason to return more than once, whether you are 
a first time or seasoned visitor. 
Tuesday 6 November (Asia Week) BOOK HERE
Tuesday 27 November BOOK HERE

FAME
The Design Club is currently hosting a pop-up photography exhibition, 
in association with Box Galleries, which celebrates the great icons of our 
time, from the 1960s to the present day. Looking at the ever-changing 
notion of fame and its impact on popular culture today, this exhibition 
will delight fans of celebrity portraiture, with walls covered with images, 
many unseen, of some of the most collectable stars of the 20th Century. 
A visual Who’s Who, don’t miss candid photographs by Andy Gotts 
MBE, alongside work by American photographer Douglas Kirkland and 
instantly recognisable editorial portraits by Terry O’Neill of Raquel 
Welch, Brigitte Bardot and Faye Dunaway, amongst others.  
It runs until Friday 26 October.

EVOLUTION OF TRADITION 
A new initiative at Design Centre, Chelsea 
Harbour saw the launch of the inaugural 
‘Evolution of Tradition’, an exhibition of 
contemporary bespoke furniture, in collaboration 
with The Furniture Makers’ Company, a City 
of London livery company. All 28 pieces were 
designed and made by 15 Bespoke Guild Mark 
holders; an impressive rollcall of established 
designer-makers and new talent from the 
vibrant British craft scene. They included 
Matthew Burt, Byron & Gómez, Jonathan Field, 
Marc Fish, Tim Gosling, Alun Heslop, Edward 
Johnson, John Makepeace OBE, Rupert McBain, 
Laurent Peacock, Jake Phipps, Angus Ross, 
Rupert Senior, Katie Walker and Waywood.

To transform an idea into reality takes passion 
and creativity, an understanding of materials, 
a respect for artisan processes and an eye for 
innovation. Visitors were able to meet the 
designer-makers in person and learn how 
astonishing one-of-a-kind pieces blur the 
boundaries of furniture, art and sculpture. Marc 
Fish’s ‘Ethereal’ desk, for example, took over 
900 hours to make and caught the imagination 
of both professional designers and collectors 
alike. To further enhance visitor experience, 
there were insightful talks and workshops on an 
array of specialist subjects, from the art of steam 
bending and Japanese dovetailing to the legacy of 
Thomas Chippendale.

AND THE AWARD GOES TO…
THOMAS HEATHERWICK
In front of a huge crowd at the ‘Evolution of Tradition’ 
private view, designer Thomas Heatherwick accepted an 
honorary Bespoke Guild Mark from The Furniture Makers’ 
Company for his ‘Friction’ table. “It’s an extraordinary 
honour with this level of craftsmanship around me”, 
he said humbly. From the Olympic Cauldron to the 
Rolling Bridge, his prolific and varied work has become 
characterised by its inventiveness, ingenuity and originality. 
Made in resin-infused paper lattice, the table is no 
exception, combining precision manufacturing with soulful 
materiality, and an ability to transform from a smooth 
circle of 1.8m diameter into an ellipse over four metres 
long. At the event, Thomas shared how the piece is aptly 
named. It comes from the biggest challenge in the design 
– which is to minutely balance the friction within the 212 
pivot points. This has to be correct within one-tenth of 
the thickness of a human hair in order to achieve the 
smooth opening movement.

CULTURE & CREATIVITY
Creative directors and CEOS from some of the UK’s leading luxury brands came together at a glamorous 
Walpole dinner hosted by Design Centre, Chelsea Harbour. The guest speaker was Alex Beard CBE, chief 
executive of the Royal Opera House. Elaborating on why creativity is a necessity, not a luxury, he spoke about 
the importance of bringing the renowned institution to a new generation. “A commitment to creative excellence 
is what we are defined by…and at heart of it all are the artists,” he said. “We have a responsibility to make the 
exceptional experiences we create accessible to a wider audience: to help them look under the bonnet, to see 
craftsmen and creatives use their skills to bring something magical to life.” Design Centre, Chelsea Harbour is 
a member of Walpole, the organisation that is the voice of British luxury. Its aim is to promote, protect and 
develop a sector worth £32.2 billion to the UK economy and the jewel in the crown of British business. 

NEW SHOWROOM FOR DECCA
Decca, a global manufacturer of luxury furniture 
for the finest residential homes, five-star hotels 
and luxury retailers, has moved to a bright, new 
space on the first floor of Design Centre East. On 
display is the London collection designed by Robbie 
Llewellyn of Bert Frank. Signature finishes include 
rosewood and dark ash with accents in warm 
brass. Specially created for the upholstered seating 
is fabric by Margo Selby. Brilliantly coloured in an 
abstract linear pattern it is the perfect complement 
to the mid-century style of the furniture.
 

FASHION FIX
Morris & Co has joined forces with H&M on an 
exclusive fashion collection featuring timeless archival 
designs: ‘Love is Enough’, ‘Lily Leaf ’, ‘Pimpernel’, 
‘Woodford Plaid’, ‘The Brook’ and ‘Snakeshead’. Tailored 
coats, jackets and trousers, romantic dresses, knitwear 
and coordinated separates include on-trend details like 
tie-necks, voluminous sleeves, knife pleats and ruffles. 
“As custodians of William Morris’ original company, we 
keep his legacy alive,” says Claire Vallis, creative director 
of Morris & Co. “Collaboration enables us to show the 
relevance of Morris’ iconic patterns today and we are 
delighted to work with H&M to bring these designs to a 
new audience within the fashion world.” Find the fabrics 
and wallcoverings in the Style Library showroom.
 

DESIGN X – CROSS CULTURAL EXCHANGE
Fostering closer connections between East and West, KLC School 
of Design, in collaboration with ADMD, hosted ‘Design X’. At the 
cross-cultural exchange of ideas, top level UK speakers included 
Kelly Hoppen, Karen Howes of Taylor Howes, Guy Oliver of Oliver 
Laws, Sue Timney and Susie Rumbold of Tessuti. Jaco Pan of Minggu 
Design, Kinney Chan of Kinney Chan & Associates, Guan Tianqi of 
Evolution Design and Li Bo of Cimax Design Company represented 
the Chinese design community. Each designer presented a short, 
powerful presentation to a packed audience in Design Centre East. 
The inspirational afternoon explored how designers build on their rich 
heritage to create contemporary spaces.

DESIGN WITH A HEART
In an effort to raise £30,000 to build an Education 
Centre in South Africa, Porta Romana has invited 
five leading designers and artists including Kit 
Kemp, Alidad, Martyn Lawrence Bullard, Turner 
Pocock and Adebayo Bolaji to decorate a Porta 
Romana lamp in their own distinctive style. The 
results were magical and unexpected.  

MOVERS & SHAKERS

From right to left: ‘Ridley’ lamp by Kit Kemp;  
‘Zulu’ lamp by Martyn Lawrence Bullard; 
‘Metropolis’ lamp by Turner Pocock


